BRIANA PICHALSKI, WOODBRIGE
Senior pitcher, 5-6
Frank H. Conlon/For The Star-Ledger    

Briana Pichalski of Woodbridge is The Star-Ledger Top Performer of the Week in softball.
JUST THE STATS: In four Greater Middlesex Conference Tournament games, Pichalski did not give up a run. She struck out 26 and walked six in 28 innings pitched.
Woodbridge, the 10th-seed, beat Dunellen, 9-0, Edison, 4-0, Bishop Ahr, 4-0, and Monroe, 1-0, in the championship game. Edison was ranked No. 8 in The Star-Ledger Top 20 at the time and Bishop Ahr was No. 19.

A four-year starter, Pichalski finished the season 18-9 with an ERA of 1.29, striking out 188, walking 35 in 173 innings and pitching 13 shutouts. Pichalski, who also hit .300 with 14 RBI, finished with 495 career strikeouts on the mound.

COACH’S QUOTE: “Bri came in as a freshman and pitched half of our games. Then she just worked her tail off for four years to become the pitcher she showed she’s capable of in the GMC Tournament. To shut out four teams of that caliber in such big games was just phenomenal. And she’s a great kid with great supportive parents.’’ - Woodbridge coach Stew Jago.

PLAYER’S QUOTE: “I’m still so surprised about the whole GMC Tournament, but it sunk in when I went to school the next day and everybody was talking about it. I’m just so proud of the team. We did it together. It wasn’t just one person. I’m sad it all has to end, but I could not have asked for a better ending to my high school career.’’

BIRTHDAY: April 22, 1993.

BIRTHPLACE: St. Peter’s University Hospital, New Brunswick.

NICKNAME: ''Bri.''

UNIFORM NUMBER: 27, in honor of professional softball pitcher Jenny Finch.

PRE-GAME RITUAL: “I have a catch using the game ball still in the wrapping. When I was a freshman, Nicole Caggiano, who I split time with, told me to do it that way and I’ve been doing it ever since before every game.’’

BIGGEST INFLUENCES: “My mother and father. My dad always encouraged me, took me to pitching classes and he’s my coach in travel ball. My mother has been there encouraging me and made every game she could for four years. I would not be where I am now without their support.’’

DINNER FOR FOUR: Jenny Finch (softball player), Taylor Swift (singer) and Robert Pattinson (actor).

PLACE I WOULD MOST LIKE TO VISIT: Australia.

SUMMER PLANS: “Playing travel ball with the Jersey Fusion and hanging out with friends until I leave for college on Aug. 25.’’

COLLEGE PLANS: Playing at Stevenson University in Maryland, a Division III school.

DID YOU KNOW: Pichalski was a cheerleader her freshman year.

BRUSH WITH GREATNESS: “I met Jenny Finch at Diamond Nation in Flemington and she signed my varsity jacket.’’

TEN YEARS FROM NOW: “Working as a child psychologist, married with children.’’

FAVORITES

FOOD: Grandmother’s pasta with penne vodka sauce.

TV SHOW: "Law & Order: SVU."

ATHLETE: Jenny Finch.

SPORTS TEAM: Yankees.

MOVIE: "Remember Me."

ACTOR: Robert Pattinson.

ACTRESS: Rachel McAdams.

MUSIC:  Alternative.

ARTIST: Taking Back Sunday.

SUBJECT: Creative writing.

BOOK: "Handle With Care" by Jodi Picoult.

HIGH SCHOOL MOMENT: Winning the GMC Tournament championship.
