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Three MAAC Players Named ECAC Softball All-Stars
Edison, N.J. - Three MAAC players headline the2011 Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC) Division I Softball All-Star Team, which was announced on Wednesday. The coaches, or his/her designee, within the ECAC membership voted on the teams and individual awards.

Teresa Healy from Niagara University was named to the First Team, while Shannon Jones from Siena College and Alyssa Maiese from Iona College earned spots on the Second Team.

Healy, a two-time MAAC Player of the Year, led the MAAC during the regular season with her .425 batting average, while contributing a league-best .867 slugging percentage and a .524 on-base percentage. The Purple Eagles' second baseman tallied 51 hits, 36 runs scored and 39 RBI over 40 games for her squad this past season. In May, Healy was named to the 2011 Louisville Slugger/NFCA Division I All-Region Great Lakes Second Team for the second consecutive year.

Jones, a member of the All-MAAC First Team, was second in the league in batting, hitting .416 over 45 games for the Saints this past season. The junior shortstop led the MAAC in runs batted in with 43, while ranking third in slugging percentage (.723), hits (57) and total bases (99). She also recorded 12 doubles and 10 home runs.

Maiese, also a member of the All-MAAC First Team as the utility, finished the 2011 season ranked fifth in the conference with her .366 batting average. The senior led the MAAC in hits with 59 to her credit, and took the top spot in total bases (117). She was second in slugging percentage (.727) and tied for third in runs batted in (39). Maiese tallied 13 doubles, three triples and a league-best 13 home runs. In addition, she owned a 12-9 record on the mound, striking out 128 batters in 138.1 innings of work. Maiese earned a spot on the 2011 MAAC All-Tournament Team as she helped lead the Gaels to their second consecutive MAAC title.
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Iona earned the automatic berth to the NCAA Regionals

NEW ROCHELLE, NY - A day after clinching their second consecutive Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference championship, the Iona College softball team learned that they would be traveling to Norman, Oklahoma to take on No. 9 seed Oklahoma in their opening contest of the 2011 NCAA Regionals. The Gaels take on the Sooners Friday evening at 8:30 pm.

Iona earned the automatic berth to the NCAA Regionals with its MAAC Championship clinching win over Fairfield on Saturday.  On the brink of elimination after dropping their first game on Thursday, Iona became just the fourth team in conference history to come from the losers bracket and win the tournament with four straight victories credited to junior RHP and the championship's Most Outstanding Performer Sarah Jackson. Jackson tossed two complete game victories over the Stags, allowing just two runs, one earned, in 14 innings of work in Saturday's two wins. She was joined by sophomore OF Eileen McCann and juniors IF Chelsea Sheehan, IF/DP Alyssa Maiese and IF Deanne Algeo on the All-Tournament team.

Joining Iona in the Norman, OK regional are Missouri St. and Tulsa. Missiouri State wrapped their sixth Missouri Valley Conference Tournament title Saturday. Tulsa earned an at-large invitation after dropping the Conference USA championship game on Saturday against host East Carolina, 4-1. The Hurricane has compiled a 43-13 overall record and 19-5 mark in C-USA play.
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	POUGHKEEPSIE, NY - A pair of Iona College softball players were awarded All-MAAC honors at the Metro Athletic Athletic Conference championship banquet. Senior Alyssa Maiese and junior Sarah Jackson were both named to the All-MAAC First Team.

Maiese, the first team utility selection, had a breakout year for the Gaels, batting .382 with 10 home runs and 35 runs batted in. She also recorded a record of 12-8 on the mound, posting 120 strikeouts and an earned run average of 2.44.

Jackson, named first team pitcher, is 13-8, with an earned run average of 2.07. She has registered 197 strikeouts in 148.2 innings of work.

Also announced was the 2011 MAAC Softball All-Academic Team. To be eligible for the MAAC All-Academic Team, a student athlete must complete two semesters at their institution and hold a cumulative grade point average of 3.20 on a 4.0 scale.  Iona College led all schools with 11 student athletes.

First Team

Name


School

Position

Becky Zill

Niagara

Catcher

Kristina Lingo

Fairfield
Infield

Nicole DiVirgilio
Marist
Infield

Teresa Healy

Niagara

Infield

Shannon Jones

Siena

Infield

Lauren Hope

Canisius
Outfield

Mikayla Shumate
Fairfield
Outfield

Kristina Walraven
Manhattan
Outfield

Jaci Rahey

Manhattan
Designated Player

Alyssa Maiese

Iona

Utility

Sarah Minice

Fairfield
Pitcher

Sarah Jackson

Iona

Pitcher

All-Academic Team

Name


Yr.
Major


GPA
Hometown

Deanne Algeo

Jr.
Mass Communications
3.44
Millstone Township, N.J.

Cari Anderson

So.
Chemistry

3.82
Lansdale, Pa.

Melanie Gettins

Sr.
Accounting

3.60
Hawke's Bay, New Zealand

Melanie Hay

Jr.
Marketing

3.98
Fogelsville, Pa.

Allyssa James

Jr.
Management

3.30
Sacramento, Calif.

Beth Kann

So.
Mass Communications
3.50
Oneida, N.Y.

Erin Kyle

Sr.
Biology


3.88
McSherrystown, Pa.

Tierney Markou

Sr.
Mass Communications
3.54
Iselin, N.J.

Marisa Newman

So.
Management

3.63
Sacramento, Calif.

Jodi Petersen

So.
Accounting

3.38
Riverside, Calif.

Chelsea Sheehan
Jr.
Marketing

3.81
Branford, Conn.
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Maiese Named MAAC Player Of The Week

EDISON, NJ - Iona College softball senior DP/P Alyssa Maiese MAAC Player of the Week honors for her performance as the Gaels closed out regular season play with a 4-2 week. Earlier this season, Maiese was named MAAC Pitcher of the Week.

Maiese went a combined 13-22 (.591) with a slugging percentage of 1.045 as the Gaels went 4-2 in their final contests before the MAAC Championship. In a game one win over Saint Peter's, she went 3-3 with a home run, three RBI and two runs scored. In game two, Maiese was 3-3 once again, with a home run, double, two RBI and two runs scored. In game one against Siena, Maiese went 3-4 with a triple and an RBI and followed it up with a 3-5 effort in game two.

The Gaels, seeded fourth, will take on number one seed Fairfield Thursday at 2:00 pm in the first round of the 2011 MAAC Championship.

